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ALISO VIEJO MINUTES 
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

June 7, 2006 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Aliso Viejo was called to order 
by Mayor Vali-Cave at 7:05 p.m. on Wednesday, June 7, 2006, at the Aliso Viejo 
City Hall Council Chambers, 12 Journey, Aliso Viejo, California. 
 
A complete copy of the agenda for the meeting containing all items as shown herein 
was posted by 6:00 p.m. on June 2, 2006, on the outdoor bulletin board at City Hall. 
Copies were also posted at the Aliso Viejo Library, 1 Journey, and the Aliso Viejo 
Sheriff’s Substation, 11 Journey.   
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Battalion Chief Ron Blaul led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present: Mayor Carmen Vali-Cave  

Mayor Pro Tem Cynthia D. Adams 
Council Member Greg Ficke 

  Council Member William A. Phillips 
  Council Member Karl P. Warkomski 
 
Absent: None 
 

 
SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 
 
Mayor Vali-Cave requested Coach Jeff Veeder describe the accomplishment of the 
Aliso Niguel High School Boys’ Varsity Football Team 2006 in achieving first place in 
the Sea View League Championships.  Representatives Patrick Calahan, Eric Carr, 
Matt Gottfried, and Brian Pelickowski represented the team and accepted the 
individual proclamations for their team members.  Coach Veeder gave League 
Championship T-Shirts to the Council and thanked Council for the recognition. 
 
Mayor Vali-Cave requested Coach Randy Dodge describe the accomplishments of 
the Aliso Niguel High School Girls’ Soccer Team 2006 in achieving first place in the 
Sea View League Championships.  Coach Dodge explained this was the fifth 
consecutive League Championship and thanked Council for the recognition.  Ashley 
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Bowyer, Amanda McNab, and Rachel Wood represented the team and accepted the 
individual proclamations for their team members. 
 
Mayor Vali-Cave requested Coach Stacy Middlebrook describe the 
accomplishments of the Aliso Niguel High School Girls’ Track Team 2006 in their 
achieving first place in the Sea View League Championships.  Coach Middlebrook 
stated that the team has placed in the last four years and this year was an 
exceptional year.  She thanked Council for the recognition.  Brittany Bertuzzi and 
Haley Lawrence represented the team and accepted the individual proclamations for 
their team members. 
 
Mayor Vali-Cave requested Chief of Police Services Lt. Paddock describe the 
achievements of the 2006 Medal of Valor Recipients.  Chief of Police Services Lt. 
Paddock explained Audio Visual Specialist Smith’s project of developing a DVD that 
could be utilized by law enforcement and community groups to educate viewers on 
the proper etiquette when contacting persons of the Sikh and Muslim faith.  He 
explained the program that Deputy Honicker created to provide for reimbursement 
costs of responding to and investigating environmental crimes.  And lastly, he 
explained how Deputy Ray was a member of the bomb squad call out for the City of 
Anaheim. 
 
Mayor Vali-Cave presented Congratulatory Certificates to Robert S. Smith for the 
Medal of Merit, Diane M. Honicker for the Medal for Lifesaving, and David C. Ray for 
the Medal of Courage. 
 
Mayor Vali-Cave presented Battalion Chief Ron Blaul the proclamation declaring 
Drowning Prevention Participation throughout the Summer of 2006.  Battalion Chief 
Blaul stated that downing incidents are the leading cause of deaths for children 
under four and is 100% preventable.  Battalion Chief encouraged the audience to 
visit the OCFA website and thanked Council for bringing awareness to this program. 
 
 
PROCLAMATIONS PRESENTED ELSEWHERE 
 
None. 
 
 
ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, REORDERING TO THE AGENDA 
 
City Attorney Smith stated that item number one of the Closed Session was a 
placeholder that was no longer needed and could be deleted from the agenda. 
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CONSENT CALENDAR  
 
A MOTION was made by Mayor Pro Tem Adams and seconded by Council Member 
Ficke, to approve the Consent Calendar as described below.  Motion carried 
unanimously, 5-0. 
 
 
1. Waive the Reading of All Ordinances 

 
Waived the reading of all Ordinances in their entirety and read by title only. 
 

2. Minutes – May 17, 2006 Special Meeting  
 
Approved the Minutes as submitted. 
 

3. Minutes – May 17, 2006 Meeting  
 
Approved the Minutes as submitted. 
 

4. Warrants  
 
1. Ratified warrants issued May 11, 2006, in the amount of $204,764.57. 
2. Ratified warrants issued May 18, 2006, in the amount of $61,027.07. 
3. Ratified warrants issued May 25, 2006, in the amount of $44,391.80. 
 

5. Treasurer’s Report - April 
 
Approved the April 2006 Treasurer’s Statement. 
 

6. Appropriations Limit – Fiscal Year 2006-2007 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2006 - 020 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ALISO VIEJO, 
CALIFORNIA, SETTING THE PROPOSITION 4 (GANN) APPROPRIATIONS 
LIMIT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2006-2007 FOR THE CITY OF ALISO VIEJO  
 
Adopted Resolution No. 2006 – 020 setting the Proposition 4 (Gann) 
Appropriations Limit for Fiscal Year 2006-07 for the City of Aliso Viejo at 
$13,334,344. 
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7. Position on Measure M Renewal 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2006 - 021 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ALISO VIEJO, 
CALIFORNIA, APPROVING THE RENEWED MEASURE M 
TRANSPORTATION INVESTMENT PLAN 
 
Adopted Resolution No. 2006 - 021 approving the renewed Measure M 
Investment Plan. 
 

8. RFP for Architecture Services for City Hall Tenant Improvements 
 
Approved the Request-for-Proposal (RFP) and directed staff to advertise, 
interview consultants if necessary, and recommend a consultant for City 
Council selection to perform architecture services for the City Hall Tenant 
Improvement Project. 

 
9. Ventana Ridge – Tract 16881, Final Tract Map 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2006 - 022 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ALISO VIEJO, 
CALIFORNIA, APPROVING FINAL TRACT MAP FTM 16881, TO 
ESTABLISH 15 LETTERED AND NUMBERED LOTS AND CONSTRUCT 12 
RESIDENTIAL UNITS, AND OTHER PUBLIC AND PRIVATE 
IMPROVEMENTS 
 
Adopt Resolution No. 2006 – 022 approving Final Tract Map (FTM) for Tract 
16881, Ventana Ridge, subject to minor modifications as approved by the 
City Engineer and completion of the subdivision improvement agreement and 
directed Staff to have said final map recorded in Orange County. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 
10. Conditional Use Permit—UPAV06-05 for the establishment of a drive-

thru lane and food order/pick-up window for a fast-food restaurant at 
Aliso Commons at Town Center (Specific Plan No. 2) 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2006 - 023 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ALISO VIEJO, 
CALIFORNIA, APPROVING CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT UPAV 06-05 FOR 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A DRIVE-THRU LANE AND FOOD ORDER/PICK-UP 
WINDOW FOR A FAST-FOOD RESTAURANT AT ALISO COMMONS AT 
TOWN CENTER (SPECIFIC PLAN NO. 2) 
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Planning Director Garcia gave a brief background from the staff report.  She 
provided the conditions as recommended by the Applicant, which were 
acceptable to the Department. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the safety issues involved in extending the 
hours of operation, the acceptance of revised conditions by the Applicant, the 
County conditions imposed if Taco Bell does not move, the potential lighting 
impacts on the surrounding residents, the boundary of light spill, the 
requirement of a lighting plan to be approved by the Planning Director, the 
revision to add the word, “residents” to the condition regarding sound and 
lighting, and the previous resolution adopted on the Site Plan Development 
Permit. 
 
Mayor Vali-Cave opened the item for public testimony.  There being none, 
Mayor Vali-Cave closed the item for public testimony. 
 
A MOTION was made by Mayor Pro Tem Adams and seconded by Council 
Member Phillips, to adopt a Resolution for Conditional Use Permit UPAV06-
05, as amended and incorporated by reference in Resolution No. 2006-023.  
Motion carried unanimously, 5-0. 
 

11. Site Development Permit SDP 05-16 Springdale Park Restroom 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2006 - 024 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ALISO VIEJO, 
CALIFORNIA, DENYING SITE DEVELOPMENT PERMIT SDP 05-16 FOR 
THE PLACEMENT OF A RESTROOM BUILDING AT SPRINGDALE PARK 
 
Planning Consultant Lawrence gave a brief background from the staff report. 
Mayor Vali-Cave asked City Manager Pulone questions and clarification on 
how this item is being heard. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the letter dated December 16, 2006, on the 
approval for Argonaut Park restrooms, the specific concerns and consensus 
of the Development Review Committee (DRC), the comments from DRC and 
residents on the scale of the building, and the comments given on view 
preservation with regard to the size of the building. 
 
Brian Lambertson summarized the results of the petition submitted since the 
last City Council meeting on this topic and he requested that neither a 
restroom nor parking lot be installed at Springdale Park.  He stated that 95% 
of the Cantora residents signed the petition opposing the restroom.  He 
stated that the wording on AVCA’s postcard survey was vague and 
misleading.  He stated that the restroom was too big for the size of the park 
and should be relocated.  He stated that Springdale Park was listed as a 
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neighborhood park in the 1995 Master Park Plan. 
 
Jerry Olson lives near Springdale Park and felt that this park should not have 
a restroom.  He also questioned the location of the restroom.  He stated that 
there would be adverse conditions if the restroom stays.  He urged the 
Council to reject the application and have AVCA move the restroom to a 
sports park.  He requested that Springdale Park remain as it is. 
 
John Steward requested that Council approve the recommendation by the 
DRC.  He asserted that actions taken were to complete the management and 
legal firms’ Business Development Plan and for profit.  He commented on the 
several large scaled and intricate developments approved by the Council. He 
urged Council to accept the recommendation of the DRC.    
 
Melba Capuano stated her house does not face the restroom, but she still 
opposes it being located in Springdale Park as do the majority of the Cantora 
residents.  She felt that some comments stated by AVCA were inaccurate.  
She previously requested from AVCA a copy of the letter from the previous 
Cantora Board of Directors requesting a restroom, but has yet to receive it.  
She spoke on the various needs of the community and that not everyone 
enjoys a sports park. 
 
Jim Martin stated that he was not opposed to restrooms and was concerned 
about the communication between the two agencies.  He did not understand 
why a restroom was imperative in this location.  He was concerned about the 
lack of notification and communication to the homeowners.  He expressed his 
concerns about the fighting between agencies and the desire to have the 
community interest be the focus. 
 
Carolyn Adamich stated she felt responsible for this situation because she 
was previously an AVCA Board Member.  She voted on having the restroom 
at Springdale Park, but did not have input on the location.  She felt that the 
restroom should be located in a sports park. 
 
Xiomara Hiller stated her opposition to the Springdale Park restroom.  She 
stated her greatest concern was not following a process.  She listed the 
chronological log of activities.  She asked why the permit process was 
circumvented.  She was concerned about the noticing process. She thanked 
the Council for watching out for the interest of the community. 
 
Jerry Levy stated that the DRC members did a site visit at the park and 
talked with the residents and AVCA before making a decision.  He stated that 
the Committee followed the process.  He was concerned about the process 
followed by the property management company.  He provided an overview of 
the conversations he had with AVCA Board Member and AVCA Staff.  He 
read an email from the Board Member Judi Fouladi. 
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Donna Mincheff questioned the internal controls that were not followed as 
well as the financial liability and assets of AVCA. She stated that Springdale 
Park is on a short, single-lane street that already has traffic problems.  She 
stated that the surrounding community has a high crime level according to 
the Sheriff’s Blotter.  She didn’t want an increase in crime in the area.  She 
stated that the area is dense with multi-family dwellings and single-family 
residences and Springdale Park is the only open space area. 
 
Nancy Conley spoke of the benefits of a park and also stated that AVCA did 
not do its homework before placing a restroom at Springdale Park.  She 
stated that AVCA has wasted homeowners’ money on debating this issue 
and not resolving the problem.  She stated that the restrooms should be 
moved to a true sports park.   
 
Donna Ogilvie was concerned about the process and setting precedence for 
future restrooms at neighborhood parks.  She was concerned about the 
process, the application submitted, the request from DRC for more 
information which was not received, safety provisions, a lighting plan, no fire 
plan submitted, the location of the restroom being near a cliff, the changes in 
the view of surrounding residents.  She did not understand why this is an 
issue.  She submitted a letter from another homeowner that could not be 
present tonight. 
 
Barbara DeShann described a procedure conducted when she was on the 
AVCA’s Parks and Recreations Committee.  She stated there was not an 
issue with having restrooms rather the issue was location of the restrooms.  
She thanked the Council for hearing this matter.  She felt that a restroom at 
Springdale Park was not appropriate.  She was also concerned about safety 
issues and cited the incident at the restroom in Ridgecrest Park. 
 
Darrin Jelly expressed his opposition to the restroom at Springdale Park and 
the process taken by the AVCA Board.  He listed the chronological log of 
activities.  He stated that AVCA’s postcard survey was flawed and postcards 
were sent to the Westridge area.  He commented on the results of the 
survey. He stated that approval of this restroom will set precedence.  He 
thought that restrooms were better suited in a sports park. 
 
Jim Gesner stated that neither the AVCA nor Merit Properties has a vested 
interested in doing anything to the community other than to implement the 
Master Park Plan, which was developed in 1995.  He stated that the General 
Plan states the Council’s role is to support the implementation of AVCA’s 
Park Master Plan.  He stated that the restroom at Springdale Park was based 
on prerequisites given from city Staff after the permit process for the 
Ridgecrest Park restroom.  He stated that AVCA staff met with City Staff at 
the Park to discuss the logistics of a restroom.  He stated that there were two 
locations and the one chosen was the better location.  He listed the amenities 
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slated for Springdale Park as described in the Park Master Plan. 
 
Steve Rader, legal counsel representing AVCA, stated that the City did 
approve the location of the restroom for Springdale Park.  He stated that 
AVCA empowered him to develop a process to resolve this issue with the 
City Attorney’s Office.  He provided information on the Streamlining Permit 
Process.  He stated that he wrote the 13-page letter dated March 24, 2006, 
which addressed the issues of their position.  He felt that AVCA was deprived 
of their due process rights and requested Council give a fair hearing to his 
client and cited other cases. 
 
Andy Abrecht stated that he was not happy with the discussion of the AVCA 
restrooms.  He said that he personally visited the restroom at Springdale 
Park.  He questioned the qualifications of the AVCA Board Members and its 
Staff.  He requested that Council oppose any application submitted by AVCA. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding: due process afforded in this project; did the 
City do their job; the public hearing and public comment taken; the process 
taken; the Administrative Approval process; the assurance from Mr. Gesner 
on proper notification to the area; the date of the decision beginning on 
December 16; the role of the City in reviewing applications; the comments 
from the audience; the reason why the City incorporated which was to have 
local control of planning; the reasons why this decision was appealed: the 
application not having the necessary items to render a decision; the location 
on the map; no dimensions on the map submitted; and no list of addresses 
sent for notification purposes; the obligation to ask the neighboring 
community to be heard and be informed on any project; the request to have 
the notification process to the property owners not to the property 
management company of the homeowner associations; the need to improve 
communication; the ethics code in regards to potential litigation; the City 
process being transparent; the public comments on this issue; the 
clarification for the record on some misstatements; the process not followed 
by AVCA; the comments given by the three major developers in the 
community; the issue about getting restrooms in the sports park; the 
cooperation to make this City great; the park listed as a neighborhood park 
through the National Park Standards; the observation of the park over a 
period of one weekend; the expectation of the due diligence process; the 
concerns about the scale and aesthetic of this park; the site review given on 
a case-by-case basis; the Park Master Plan being designed as a guide for 
the Committee and not a mandate; the recommendations of the Park Master 
Plan to consider constraints; the time line of events on this issue; and the 
appeal requesting additional information to make a decision.  
 
 
 
A MOTION was made by Mayor Pro Tem Adams and seconded by Council 
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Member Phillips, to approve the recommendation of the Development Review 
Committee to deny the Administrative Approval of SDP05-16. 
 
Council asked about the process.  City Attorney Smith addressed the legal 
requirements and the process of approvals. 
 
THE AMENDED MOTION was made by Mayor Pro Tem Adams and 
seconded by Council Member Phillips, to approve the recommendation of the 
Development Review Committee to deny the Administrative Approval of 
SDP05-16 and adopt Resolution No. 2006 - 024.  Motion carried 
unanimously, 5-0. 
 

Council recessed at 9:30 p.m. 
 
Council reconvened at 9:45 p.m. with all Council Members present. 

 
 

COUNCIL BUSINESS 
 

12. Request of Council Member Warkomski:  Consideration of a Farmer’s 
Market 
 
Council Member Warkomski brought this item to the Council to request staff 
time is allocated for the possibility of a Farmer’s Market.  He identified the 
various Farmer’s Markets in the South Orange County area.  He stated that 
he has contact information for the Orange County Farm Bureau.  He stated 
that the Farmer’s Market would not have to regulate by the City, but the City 
could regulate the impact on the community, parking issues, etc.  He 
requested that each Council Member attend a Farmer’s Market in the next 
month for research purposes.   
 
Discussion ensued regarding Council Member Warkomski’s request after the 
research was conducted, researching the Farmer’s Market Bureau, working 
with property owners for a location, the Temporary Use Permit for the event, 
the flexibility of changing locations if needed, how Farmer’s Market get 
initiated, the potential of liability for the City, the problems identified with a 
Farmer’s Market, the time allocated by Staff, the assistance from Council 
Member Warkomski in helping on this project, the question if the competitive 
factor with stores would be a problem, and the request of the distribution of 
material given to Staff and Council.  
 
Mayor Vali-Cave opened the item for public comment. 
 
Sharon Murray thought it was a good idea to have a Farmer’s Market, and 
did not think it would be a problem with other stores.  She thought it would be 
a good use of the Town Center’s downtime. 
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There being no further comments from the public, Mayor Vali-Cave returned 
the conversation to the dais for additional discussion by Council. 
 
Further discussion ensued regarding conducting a feasibility study, the 
request to have little involvement and maintenance by the City, the location 
chosen, identifying the organizations that could be involved in cording the 
Farmer’s Market, the relationship with the Farmer Bureau, the initial request 
of Staff to research other cities and their processes and permits, the request 
to investigate the bureaus to see if a Farmer’s Market is desirable in Aliso 
Viejo, and Mayor Vali-Cave offered to help Council Member Warkomski in 
researching agencies that would be interested in conducting a Farmer’s 
Market in Aliso Viejo. 
 
THE COUNCIL CONSENSUS was to direct Staff to conduct an initial 
research from bureaus in bringing a Farmer’s Market to Aliso Viejo and report 
back to Council.  There being no objectives, the direction carried through 
acclamation.  

 
 
COMMUNITY INPUT 
 
Sharon Murray requested that the Minutes or notes be posted from the Ad Hoc 
Working Group with AVCA.  She requested that topics be posted for public 
information.  Mayor Vali-Cave stated that reports are given during in Council 
Comments and she should contact the City Clerk to provide the given minutes.  
Sharon Murray wanted to know if the City and AVCA were moving forward.  Mayor 
Vali-Cave requested City Manager Pulone to provide further clarification. 
 
 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
City Manager Pulone reported on the Ad Hoc Working Group with AVCA.  He stated 
that the meetings are on an as-needed basis and no decisions are made in the 
Working Group.  He added that each representative reports back to their respective 
body and those actions are taken publicly.  He stated that the Ad Hoc Working 
Group representative reports back to Council during Council 
Announcements/Comments/Committee Updates.  He stated that no Minutes are 
created and offered to speak to Sharon Murray in more detail after the meeting.  
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/COUNCIL COMMENTS/COMMITTEE UPDATES 
 
 
 
Council Member Ficke 
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Council Member Ficke attended a ULI conference on transportation.  He stated that 
the Conference covered some of the issues previously discussed by this Council.  
He also addressed a theory discussed on the Return on Investment.  He provided 
information from the Conference to the City Clerk for Council to read.   
 
Council Member Ficke stated that Council did support Measure M renewal tonight, 
which was also addressed at the ULI Conference.  
 
 
Council Member Phillips 
 
Council Member Phillips commended Staff on their hard work on the development 
projects.  He heard several compliments from developers at the Summit’s Ground 
Breaking Ceremony.   
 
 
Council Member Warkomski 
 
Council Member Warkomski concurred with the comments from Council Member 
Phillips to make decisions that make Aliso Viejo a better community. 
 
Council Member Warkomski stated that Council Member Ambriz passed away 
recently. 
 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Adams 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Adams stated that the OCFA Budget Finance Committee met last 
week and approved the budget.  She stated that the annual OCFA Open House is 
scheduled in July.   
 
 
Mayor Vali-Cave 
 
Mayor Vali-Cave stated that she attended Council Member Ambriz’s funeral on 
behalf the City.  She mentioned the fine accomplishments and programs that Steve 
Ambriz did in his personal and professional life. 

 
Mayor Vali-Cave stated that the Transportation Corridor Agency will be meeting to 
approve their budget. 
 
Mayor Vali-Cave stated that she attended the U.S. Mayor Conference and learned 
about several projects that other cities are doing.  She stated that the travel network 
showcased the history and opportunities in Las Vegas and that it was a wonderful 
opportunity for showcasing and marketing the City.  She displayed some of the 
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promotional advertisement distributed at the conference in Las Vegas.  She 
suggested considering the possibility of joining the association in the future. 
 

 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
At the hour of 10:21 p.m. the City Council recessed to Closed Session regarding: 

 
CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6 
Agency designated representative:   Mayor 
Unrepresented employee:    City Manager 
 

At the hour of 10:45 p.m. the City Council reconvened, with all Council Members 
present.   
 
City Attorney Smith reported that action was taken in Closed Session to approve an 
amendment to the contract with the City Manager with a unanimous vote, 5-0. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT at 10:46 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on June 21, 2006. 
 
 
 
Submitted By:    Approved By: 
 
 
 
______________________________ ______________________________ 
Susan Robinson, CMC   Carmen Vali-Cave 
City Clerk     Mayor 


