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SUMMARY OF ALISO VIEJO

POLITICAL SIGN REGULATIONS

The community of Aliso Viejo is subject to two sets of sign regulations, the City’s sign ordinance and the regulations of the Aliso Viejo Community Association (“AVCA”).  This guide summarizes both sets of regulations.  

Political signs located on AVCA property must comply with both AVCA and City Regulations.  Where the regulations differ, the stricter regulations will apply.  Signs located on Non-AVCA property must comply only with City regulations.  

I.
AVCA SIGN REGULATIONS
A.
Political Signs on AVCA Common Area Property

Definition:  A political sign is a sign for a legally recognized election at the City, County, State, or Federal level or for Special Districts. 

Dimensions:  Political signs shall not exceed 2 feet by 2 feet.  

Installation and Removal:  All political signs will be installed and removed by AVCA and/or its designated personnel.  All non-compliant political signs located on AVCA property will be removed and discarded.  All political signs will be removed by the AVCA or its designated personnel 24 to 48 hours after the election.  Applicants must pick up all political signage so removed by AVCA within 24 to 48 hours after said removal or political signs will be discarded.  

Location:  Political signs shall only be permitted in designated AVCA areas as set forth by the AVCA Board of Directors.  The designated areas include and are limited to the following:  Glenwood Drive/Moulton Parkway; Laguna Hills Drive/Moulton Parkway; Aliso Creek Road/ El Toro Road; Glenwood Drive/Aliso Creek Road; Aliso Creek Road/below Wood Canyon Elementary School; El Toro Road/Exit 73; and Pacific Park Drive/Alicia Parkway.  

Timing:  Political signs will only be permitted to be displayed for a two (2) week period prior to an election and must be removed within 24 to 48 hours after said election.  

Responsibility:  AVCA will not be liable for lost or stolen political signage, nor will it be responsible for damage to political signs due to weather conditions, irrigation damage, vandalism, etc.  The owner of the political sign may request a replacement political sign be installed if a political sign is damaged and shall provide AVCA with said replacement political sign.  

I.
AVCA SIGN REGULATIONS (continued)
B.
Political Signs on AVCA Residential Property 

Political signs on residential property are governed by the applicable subassociation’s regulations.  

II.
SIGNS OUTSIDE AVCA’S BOUNDARIES

Definition:  Political signs are signs containing any type of political message and are considered temporary signs for purposes of the City’s sign regulations set forth in Chapter 15.34 of the Aliso Viejo Municipal Code.  

Dimensions:  The permitted size of Political signs varies depending upon the type of sign and location.  Sections 15.34.160 and 15.34.170 of the Aliso Viejo Municipal Code specifies the permitted size for temporary signs.   

Contact Information and Appearance:  Political signs shall display the name, address, and telephone number of the person or organization responsible for the sign on the lower right-hand corner of the sign and shall be unlighted and un-illuminated.  

Installation and Removal:  Political signs expressing a message relating to an election shall be removed within three days after said election.  Should any person or organization fail to remove a political sign for which said person or organization is responsible, the City may remove and dispose of such sign and assess the entire cost of such removal and disposal against the responsible person or organization.  The signs shall be retained at City Hall for a period of not less than three working days.  Thereafter, any unclaimed signs may be discarded.  [NOTE: The AVMC only authorizes removal of signs placed in the public right-of-way, not signs placed on private property – see §15.34.050(C).]
Location:  
Public Property – Political signs are not permitted and shall not be posted or otherwise affixed to any public right of way, or upon any public property, including but not limited to, any building, wall, bridge, railroad, trestle, hydrant, tree, shrub, tree stake or guard, street sign, or traffic sign, or upon any utility pole, wire, box, or pertinence thereof.  
Private Property - Political signs are permitted on private property pursuant to the regulations set forth in Sections 15.34.160 and 15.34.170 of the Aliso Viejo Municipal Code.  Political signs shall not be placed so as to obstruct any fire hydrant traffic sign or traffic signal or interfere with any motorists’ line of sight, or otherwise impede or interfere with vehicular or pedestrian traffic.  No political sign may be placed on the property of another without the express written approval of the owner or occupant of said property.  All such signs shall be removed promptly upon the request of the property owner or occupant.

Substitution:  A sign containing a political message is permitted in lieu of a permitted commercial message. 

III.
SIGN RETRIEVAL
Signs removed by the City may be retrieved at 12 Journey, Suite 100, Aliso Viejo, CA 92656, or call (949) 425-2630.  Signs removed by AVCA may be retrieved by calling their office at 949.243.7750.
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